Park Skocjanske jame,
Slovenija

Living World Heritage 1n a
Special Place




Skocjan Caves in Slovenia




Skocjan Caves are members of:

m World heritage list

m Ramsar list

m MAB (Man and Biosphere) programme
m Alpine network

m Huropatc

m [SCA (International Show Caves Association)




Chronic of protection of
Skocjan Caves

m 1967 — plans for foundation of the Kras
Regional Park

1980 — Decree of Municipality of Sezana

1986 — Inscription to World Heritage List
1996 — Skocjan Caves Regional Park

1999 — Inscription to Ramsar List

m 2004 — Natura 2000

m 2004 — MAB (Man and Biosphere) Programme




Skocjan Caves as UNESCO
World Heritage

® As natural phenomena

m Among 4 other caves (other as cultural

monuments or as parts of bigger areas/parks)

m Criteria: (i) and (i)

m Idea of inscribing whole Karst region




Four main points for inscribing

® An extraordinary subterranean canyon

B Fundamental research of the karst and karstic
phenomena

® Important archeological sites

m Fxtraordinary ecosystem in collapse dolines




An extraordinary subterranean

canyon

m 15 km long
® up to 146 m high
m up to 120 m wide

m 1n 1ts 1nitial part two more than 150 m deep
collapse dolines — Velika in Mala dolina
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Fundamental research of the karst
and karstic phenomena

m Posidontus of Apamea (135 — 50 B. C.)
m . Imperato (1599)

m J. V. Valvasor (1689)

m [van Svetina (1839)

m Adolf Schmidl (1851, 1852)

m DOAV — A. Hanke, F. Miiller, J. Marinitsch
(1884 — 1890)

m [talian research (after 1. W. W.)
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Important archeological sites

m Continuous settlement from Mesolithic,
Neolithic, Eneolithic, Bronze Age,

m Sites 1n shafts
m Cave posts
m Fortified settlements

m Burial grounds
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NATURE

m CAVES — tourists

m CAVES — not open for the public

B VEGETATION OF ROCKY CLIFFS

m KARST DRY MEADOWS










Flora

COLLAPSE DOLINES -
HABITAT OF ALPINE SPECIES:
m Kernera (Kernera Saxatilis)

® Yellow wood violet (1z0la biflora)

m Alpine auricula (Primula anricula)

m Crusted saxitrage (Saxifraga crustata)






Flora

COLLAPSE DOLINES —
HABITAT OF MEDITERRANEAN SPECIES

m Maidenhair fern (Adianthum capillus-venerss)

m Wild asparagus (Asparagus acutifolins)

m Prickly juniper (Juniperus oxycedrus)

m Moss — Tortella flavovirens

























Fauna

CAVES COLLAPSE DOLINES

Cave salamander (Profeus m  Alpine switt (Tacymarptis
anguinis) melba)

Schreiber’s long-fingered Rock doves (Columba
bat (Minzopterus schreibersii) l1via)

Long-leged (Myot:s Common raven (Corvus
capacinii) corax)

Greater horshoe bat Peregrine falcon (Falo

(Rbinolophus Deregrinus)

ferrumequinum)































Future for Nature

m Evaluation of habitats

m Monitoring ot species
— caves and surface

®m Monitoring of caves
microclimate

®m Monitoring of water

B Research studies

(microbiology)




MAN

m LOCAL PEOPLE

m PUBLIC AWARNESS

m SOCIAL MONITORING

m EDUCATION





















Future for Man

m Positive attitude towards
natural and cultural
heritage

m Quality of life

m Sustainable development




CULTURE

m [DENTITY

B GLOBAL CHANGES AND CHALLENGES

m HERITAGE













Future for Culture

B Schools network
m Regional developement

m [nternarional
programmes for
research, development,
conservation and
protection




Man and Biosphere

KARST
BIOSPHERE RESERVE
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Karst Biosphere Reserve

m Ramsar and MAB joint
programme of work

® Monitoring — BRIM
Pilot model for the region,
Education centre,
School-network,

Biotic and abiotic research
programmes,
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